
by Ruba Salih, researcher.

The self determinism of the
Palestinian people must pass
through the acquisition of universal
rights, the right to citizenship and to
a passport with which one may
travel. Individual and collective self
determination must be realised in
their diverse forms: the right to a
house, the right to live a normal life
where conflicts are contained with-
in the sphere of that which we call
normality. How this is to be realised
remains an open question.

Selfdetermination

by Rula Jebraen, journalist.

I believe that we will most certain-
ly obtain a state. This is the only
solution, even the Israelis know this
to be the case, they can postpone it
for as long as they wish to, but
sooner or later they will have to
accept it. I ask myself how many
tears and how much blood must be
shed before we finally reach this
point? I hope that this state will be
truly democratic and governed just-
ly and not in the half hearted way in
which it has been run up until now. 

State

by Salman Natur, writer.

I am a 54 year old man and I do not
know for how much longer I will
live, but I wish to have the possibil-
ity of seeing the Middle East final-
ly transform itself into a secular
democracy. A free Middle East
without repression and without dis-
crimination. I dream of open bor-
ders between one country and
another in the Arab world, capable

of containing within itself the 5 mil-
lion Hebrews who live in Israel,
both as a state as well as individu-
als. Arab culture has always accept-
ed the Jewish culture, together with
other cultures, such as that of the
Armenians for example. I do not
consider the liberation of the
Palestinian people to be a dream,
because I consider it to be a reality
already underway.
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by Francesco Bonami
Director Venice Biennale 2003

There are those who call this project
by Sandi Hilal and Alessandro Petti
a Palestinian Pavilion. It could per-
haps be exactly this if we wish to
consider the idea of a pavilion not as
a physical space, but as a mental
one, where the identity of each indi-
vidual is formed, not in contraposi-
tion to the other, but in equilibrium
with itself. My idea for this project
wished to be and wishes to be not
simply a gesture of recognition of
the dream and the fight of the

Palestinian people, but a reflection
on the eternal conflict between our
idea of identity and that of others, of
the inerasable border between the
others and ourselves. It is only
through accepting the distance
which separates us from others, let-
ting ourselves become others, that I
believe it is possible to realise a com-
mon dream of defining and locating
our actual identity and our actual
space of belonging. A nation which
seeks its state, as singular individu-
als, in their eternal pride, search for
the roots of their insuppressible
identity.

Introduction

•
•

The suppression of private property is the complete emancipation of all human senses and attributes 
Karl Marx, 1844
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by Ole Bouman
Editor Archis

There is no avoiding it: crossing
borders is part of our daily life. We
leave home, we enter our place of
work, we return home. And then
there’s everything in between: the
public transport turnstiles, the
motorway toll gates, customs,
speed detectors, security check-
points, electronic surveillance
systems, the checkout. When you
think about it, you realize that it’s
scarcely possible to move without
crossing one or another visible or
invisible dividing line. It is the spa-
tial regime of the modern world,
where life is subject to compart-
mentalization and protocols as if it
were a scientific experiment to be
carried out under strictly controlled
conditions.

Yet for most of us this cross-bor-
der traffic is something that barely
impinges on life itself. Of course,
the idea that one is being continual-
ly checked up on and monitored is
not a pleasant one. But for the time
being it does not diminish one’s
sense of self-determination. Your
movements may be monitored, but
your motives for moving are as yet
relatively unquestioned.

But what if those motives were to
become the object of monitoring?
Imagine if ‘they’not only wanted to

know where you were going, but
also why. Imagine if your ‘name’
were not just a matter of your per-
sonal identity but also of your spa-
tial identity. Worse still, imagine if
you were not only required to decla-
re that you are going from A to B,
but also why. And why it was that
yesterday you went from B to A. A
world in which the powers that be
want to know who you are, where
you are, where you were, why you
were there, why you still are in fact,
et cetera. To lead such a life is no
longer to pass through checkpoints,
it is to become a checkpoint.

This is architecture at its cruellest.
A struggle for space and for control
of space. A practice concerned with
erecting borders and guarding
them. A continual definition of insi-
de and outside and a war about who
should be allowed to do the defi-
ning. A war not conducted by peo-
ple about people, but inside people.
In the long run it could lead to a
spatial policy more radical than
deportation: exile from one’s self.

Before it comes to this, a lot will
have had to happen in the way we
try to come to terms with mass
migration. There is so much more
that can be done that falls within the
bounds of the humane and that
results in something resembling

society. There is no shortage of
historical examples. If not nation
building or melting pot, with an
enlightened spatial policy of
mixing programmes and people,
then peaceful and respectful co-
existence sustained by zoning,
enclaves and, if need be, corridors.
If not cohabitation, then straightfor-
ward restraint with gates and walls,
strict surveillance, spying and other
forms of spatial apartheid. And if
that is not enough, there is still
deportation, the simple removal of
elements people are unable to come
to terms with. Despite their diffe-
ring degrees of mutual trust, all
these strategies attest to respect for
other people’s lives. But there is a
form of mistrust that can no longer
be conquered by the strategies that
exist between community and
removal. It is the state of constant
scrutiny. Of endless monitoring and
recording of someone’s spatial
history as an indication of their risk
profile. For some, a stamp in a pas-
sport is a trophy of cosmopolita-
nism. For others, it’s a nail in your
coffin.

Architecture can not exist without
its borders, any more than it can
exist without a discussion about
what these borders are. Stateless
nation: a question of architecture.
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Apparently the revolution could break out only because of a vast combination of contradictory demands. If the
existing psychic forces had identified one another from the start, their unaminous mobilisation would never
have come about.
Pierre Klossowski, 1939
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The original conceptual art is a failed avant-garde. Historians will not be surprised to find, among the ruins of
its utopian program, the desire to resist commodification and assimilation to a history of styles
Victor Burgin, 1988 
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by Sandi Hilal and 
Alessandro Petti

31 May 2003 – What is Palestine
today and where are its borders?
Who are the real Palestinians and
what type of documents do they
possess? Why are so many
Palestinians forced to live outside
of Palestine, in Lebanon, Syria,
Jordan, the Gulf Nations, Europe
and America? What is the dream
that continues to hold the
Palestinian people together, wher-
ever in the world they may be?

Stateless Nation is a research
project about citizenship. This con-
cept, born during the French
Revolution, with roots in the
Greco-Roman world, finds itself
today in a serious crisis. Palestine
now represents a place where basic
concepts of equality and liberty,
proudly represented by western
civilisation, are being placed in
question. Simultaneously, the
Palestinian people are a population
who find themselves either living
under military occupation, in exile
or as strangers in their native land.
They are men and women tied to a
human experience, to a memory, to a
dream to be realised. A nation with-
out a state, without a right to citizen-
ship, a people rooted in an absence
of place. The traces of this absence
are found in the documents which
instead should represent them: pass-

es from the Lebanese Government,
special identity cards for those living
in Jerusalem, Egyptian travel docu-
ments, a passport with no state, trav-
el documents from the Palestinian
Authority, Jordanian, European or
American passports. In the end,
there are even those who possess no
documents at all.

The Palestinian Pavilion
The display space of the Venice
Biennale Gardens is a space organ-
ised according to national pavilions,
a metaphoric space for a world
organised according to nation states.

How is it possible to represent
this situation in the Palestinian
Pavilion? How is it possible to rep-
resent a nation without a state in
which more than half its members
are dispersed outside of its borders?
10 different large travel documents
and passports, traces of the absence
of a state and belonging to
Palestinian women and men, occu-
py, in a dispersed fashion, the
spaces between the national pavil-
ions. Each Palestinian is by defini-
tion "without a state", even if he/she
possesses some form of citizenship
within the nation in which he/she
currently resides, but to which
he/she does not belong. The
Palestinian people are dispersed in
their various realities, in the territo-
ries occupied in 1967, in various
states throughout the world (Jordan,

Stateless Nation Lebanon, Syria, the Gulf Nations,
Europe, The United States of
America, Latin America) and with-
in the state of Israel. Notwith-
standing such widely varied condi-
tions, the Palestinian people
continue to feel that they belong to
a singular community, with a
shared historical memory, of an
unstable present defined by uproot-
ing and deprivation, and above all
tied to a dream which binds them
together, wherever they may be.

In the publication of the work by
Archis and in the book edited by
Marsilio, we present direct testimo-
nials, points of view and reflections
by intellectuals, artists, medical
doctors, sociologists, architects,
labourers and poets. Our aim is to
articulate a message, an attitude, a
philosophy, through the voices of
its protagonists. The result of the
interviews is a direct attack on the
stereotypes and the reductive cate-
gories which often imprison the
complex and variegated human
experience and in particular that of
the Palestinians.

• Sandi Hilal, Bethlehem 1973
Architect, researcher in Trans-
border policies for daily life at the
University of Trieste.

• Alessandro Petti, Pescara 1973
Architect, researcher in Urban
Studies at the University Institute of
Architecture of Venice. 

www.statelessnation.org
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by Mustafa Barghouthi, medical
doctor

The citizenship which the
Palestinians desire, given that to
this day they are still without citi-
zenship, is the possibility to be free
in the land in which they were born,
to be free in their own country. The
possibility to say, without fear, "we
are Palestinians". The possibility to
travel without restrictions, the pos-
sibility to be like other normal peo-
ple. The citizenship to which they
aspire is also more than this, not

only to have a free country and a
country in which to be free, but also
sensations of belonging and of
ownership, the feeling of actually
having a country, a sense of belong-
ing to it, the possibility to live in a
democratic society where it is pos-
sible to freely express opinions and
to live in a state in which there
exists a separation of power. I
believe that Palestinian citizenship
should be about rights and dignity,
the right to be free and to live in a
dignified way.

Citizenship

by Khaled Hourani, artist

Identity, for a Palestinian, has an
enormous weight. This is due large-
ly the result of discrimination.
Palestinian identity is continuously
threatened and constantly at risk of
disappearing altogether. I am con-
vinced that if the Palestinian people
enjoyed liberty and independence
they would not be tormented by
problems of identity. They would
most probably have been critical
towards this notion, perhaps we
would even have hated it, instead we
are pushed towards this concept

because it deeply touches the life of
each and every Palestinian. Many
believe that the Palestinian people
exaggerate with their seemingly
endless battle, with their desire and
necessity to affirm their identity, to
possess a sense of citizenship. Each
Palestinian suffers, in many different
ways, the consequences of the
absence of the right to citizenship,
whether they live in Israel, the occu-
pied territories, or in Diaspora. Even
if a Palestinian is successful in
obtaining documents from another
country, he/she will continue to
dream of Palestinian citizenship.

Identity
by Salman Natur, writer

Each Palestinian is aware of the
fact that the loss of identity is equal
to the loss of our political cause, of
our recognition as a people and of
our rights. For this reason identity
is so rich with meaning. I believe
that by today the Israelis should
have learned to accept the idea that
the Palestinian people exist. 

Identity
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by Ezz Aldin Almanasra, poet

Palestinian identity is not transmit-
ted through words, but passed on
through a sense of belonging. Some
seek to negate the fact that they are
Palestinian, but soon come to
realise that they cannot choose, the
outside world reminds them of this
each day. Some countries, such as
Jordan, offer the possibility of
becoming class B citizens, negating
the possibility of being Palestinian.
Other countries recognise the fact

that you are Palestinian, but only so
that they may subject you to dis-
crimination, such as in Lebanon,
where Palestinians are not permit-
ted access to more than 84 profes-
sions. The Arab World has a hypo-
critical position towards the
Palestinian people. They do not
accept that a Palestinian can declare
himself to be so with the rights that
this implies. The Palestinian ques-
tion is not a political question, but a
question of existence.

Identity

by Sari Hanafi, anthropologist

Being Palestinian means being
constantly out of place.

Feeling
outof
place

by Rula Jebrean, journalist

I lived in eastern Jerusalem for
twenty years without ever meeting

an Israeli who was not wearing a
uniform. I met an Israeli in civilian
clothing in a peace camp in
Florence.

Uniforms

by Suad Amry, architect

The conflict with the Israeli people
is first and foremost a conflict con-
nected to territory. Since 1948 the
Israelis have tried to cancel any
physical trace of the presence of the
Palestinian people, of Arab Culture.
Between 1948 and 1952 they have
demolished more than 420 Arab
villages, razed completely to the
ground, there no longer remains a
testament to ancient Arab civilisa-
tion. In Jerusalem, two entire his-
toric neighbourhoods in the ancient

city were completely demolished to
create the square in front of the
Wailing Wall and a new Jewish
quarter. In Jaffa, the entire Manshia
neighbourhood was destroyed in
April 2002. When Nablus was once
again occupied this year, in one of
the numerous incursions, various
buildings in the historic center were
destroyed. In recent days, the Israeli
authorities have begun demolishing
a large Arab neighbourhood, Jaber,
in the historic centre of Hebron.
The Palestinian fight is a fight for
existence.

Demolitions
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...a community no matter how small is unavoidably and importantly, a political instrument.
Ian Burn, 1975
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by Omar Yussef, architect

The Israeli occupation finds its
greatest expression, its most limpid
manifestation in the transformation
of the territory of the city. 

Jerusalem is the epicentre of
these transformations. Following
the occupation in 1967, eastern
Jerusalem was colonised by villages
for Israelis which were strategically
placed on the hillsides. All the poli-
tics of planning favoured the Israeli
occupants. In this way there exist,
beside the well connected colonies,
equipped with services and high
technology, Arab villages to which
the authorities offer no services
whatsoever. The new highway arter-
ies, in addition to connecting the
new colonies, are used to separate
one Palestinian area from another.
Moving along the highway which
follows the plan of the wall of 1967,

it is possible to note how the city
remains, even though the wall no
longer exists, a heavily divided city.
Jerusalem has been transformed
into Arab ghettoes with Christians
and Muslims and Jewish ghettoes.
In the Arab parts of the city the only
public works constructed by the
local government are the police
headquarters and the prison, the
largest in the city. The public institu-
tions in the Arab zone serve as a
form of intimidation, their presence
like a threat. They are the spaces of
Apartheid. Not of the division
between whites and blacks, as was
the case in South Africa, but
between Jews and Arabs. Jerusalem
is the metaphor of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. If this conflict
is not resolved in a just manner, we
will continue to distance ourselves
from a possible solution, simply
postponing the problem.

Jerusalem

by Ruba Salih, researcher 

I believe that the form of the state is
a form which by nature tends to
homogenise, to create boundaries
of inclusion and exclusion, there-
fore I do not believe in the state as a
panacea that, once it includes the
Palestinians, will instantly erase
problems of inequality between
man and woman, rich and poor. All
of these issues will become even
more evident than they have been in
recent years. For me, as a woman,
the feminine agenda is very impor-
tant. Palestinian women are very
well aware of the fate of their Arab

sisters in their respective feminist
battles. They are well acquainted
with the risks of decolonialisation
and the creation of a state. Risks
which a country like Algeria
reminds us of. On the other hand I
feel that the state is the only form
existing at the international level
which guarantees the acquisition of
certain rights and obligations.
There are currently no other forms
that can guarantee access to citizen-
ship in the same way as a passport.
In this sense I feel that we must then
pass through the state. The
Palestinian people know what risks
are involved in this passage.

State

by Hasan Karmi, man of letters 

If ever a Palestinian state should be
born, it will be a magnetic state, the
state of all Palestinians in
Diaspora, of all Palestinians spread
around the world. It will be the
motherland of the homeless.

State

by Salim Dabbour, writer

When the Palestinian Authority
established itself in the occupied
territories, we were full of hope.
Finally we could have our own
Palestinian National Government
and not a regime of military occu-
pation. I was enthusiastic as were

all other Palestinians. We went into
the streets to celebrate and to sing.
However, after only a few days I
realised that the truth was another.
One occupation was being substi-
tuted by another. What was occur-
ring was not that for which we had
suffered and waited for such a long
time.

State
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by Suad Amry, architect

My dream is to live freely in the
Palestine of old. I have always thought
that the Palestinian state could be a
solution, but in recent months I have
begun to think that this place must
have a different character, it must be
an open place, a place where people
may live together. The Palestinian
state which is being discussed today
sanctions the prohibition of my being

able to visit Jaffa which has great
meaning for me. It is for this reason
that I imagine instead a state com-
posed of Palestine, Jordan and Israel,
which may possibly grow to include
Lebanon, Syria and Egypt. I wish to
live in a place in which I am not a sec-
ond class citizen. I wish to live in a
democratic place, where women have
full rights, where Palestinians are not
seen only as such. Before belonging
to a state, we are all human beings. 

Dream

by Ezz Aldin Almanasra, poet 

For the future of Palestine, there
exists an acceptable and a just solu-
tion. 

The acceptable one is the exis-
tence of two states, Hebrew and
Arab, the just solution is a demo-
cratic Palestinian state for
Hebrews, Muslims and Christians,
a multi-religious and multicultural
state, as the Palestinian state has
been throughout history.

Justice
by Sari Hanafi, sociologist

I believe that the right to return is an
extremely important one, but it will
be the least determinant element of
a possible geographic mobility of
Palestinian refugees. I believe that
it is fundamental for a Palestinian
refugee in Syria to have the right to
return, to know that he can return,
and that finally this historic injus-
tice will be resolved.  At the same
time, I am not sure that a
Palestinian who has lived in Syria
for 50 years would wish to return to
Haifa to live in a place were Israeli
flags fly everywhere, where he may
be forced to join the military. In the

same way that I am not sure that
Gaza could become a better place
for a Palestinian who lives in the
United States. This means that,
notwithstanding that the
Palestinians fight for a just cause,
for their right to return, that we will
most likely not be witness to a sud-
den rush of 4,000,000 refugees into
the occupied territories and the
Gaza strip. I believe that these
refugees will maintain what I call a
trans-national existence. They will
maintain their various ties, rich
with various meanings. Some will
return to work in Palestine for only
a short time, or others simply to
visit or to buy land.

Refugees

by Zakaria Mohammed, writer 

The dream of every Palestinian is to
be a man who lives in his own
space. This is the minimum exis-
tence of every human being, the
lack of which causes us to suffer.
We do not live like other men in the
world...I want to forget Palestine, I
would like to decide to leave
because I wish to and not because I

am forced to by the Israelis. I want
Palestine so that I may finally be
able to forget it! My dream is to be
able to wake up in the morning,
take my passport, to be able to leave
and to return when I wish to. To
leave now, I require permission
from the Israelis, and to return,
once again I require their permis-
sion.
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When you work with real stuff you have to think about potential consequences. A lot of things would never
enter the decision making process if one worked with symbolic representations.
Hans Haacke,1971 
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by Ahmad Khalifa, researcher

Even after many years of exile, the
large part of the Palestinian people
insist upon their right to return. It is
not something felt only among the
elderly, but also by small children.
If we look at the composition of the
Palestinian refugee camps, we can
see that in each camp is full of peo-
ple who come from the same geo-
graphic region of Palestine, from
which they have been forced to flee.
Once they arrived in the camps they
reconstructed their neighbourhoods

as they were in Palestine. The ques-
tions which continue to be asked
after many years are: Who are we?;
Why are we here? They are fol-
lowed by stories of life in Palestine,
descriptions of their village.
Children look at the hard facts, con-
fronting their life in the camp, a
miserable life of poverty and dis-
crimination and oppression on the
part of the authorities in the country
in which they now live, with the
lives of their parents, of their grand-
parents.

Returning

by Ahmad Khalifa, researcher

Even after many years of exile, the
large part of the Palestinian people
insist upon their right to return. It is
not something felt only among the
elderly, but also by small children.
If we look at the composition of the
Palestinian refugee camps, we can
see that in each camp is full of peo-
ple who come from the same geo-
graphic region of Palestine, from
which they have been forced to flee.
Once they arrived in the camps they
reconstructed their neighbourhoods

as they were in Palestine. The ques-
tions which continue to be asked
after many years are: Who are we?;
Why are we here? They are fol-
lowed by stories of life in Palestine,
descriptions of their village.
Children look at the hard facts, con-
fronting their life in the camp, a
miserable life of poverty and dis-
crimination and oppression on the
part of the authorities in the country
in which they now live, with the
lives of their parents, of their grand-
parents.

Returning

by Rula Jebraen, journalist

I believe that we will most certain-
ly obtain a state. This is the only
solution, even the Israelis know this
to be the case, they can postpone it
for as long as they wish to, but
sooner or later they will have to
accept it. I ask myself how many
tears and how much blood must be
shed before we finally reach this
point? I hope that this state will be
truly democratic and governed just-
ly and not in the half hearted way in
which it has been run up until now. 

State

by Rula Jebraen, journalist

I believe that we will most certain-
ly obtain a state. This is the only
solution, even the Israelis know this
to be the case, they can postpone it
for as long as they wish to, but
sooner or later they will have to
accept it. I ask myself how many
tears and how much blood must be
shed before we finally reach this
point? I hope that this state will be
truly democratic and governed just-
ly and not in the half hearted way in
which it has been run up until now. 

State
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The existence of 'self' is what keeps everybody from confronting their fears about the ground they happen to
be standing on.
Robert Smithson, 1968 

by Raba Salih, researcher

Palestine is the dark side of the
West. The tragedy of the Palestinian
people is born of the tragedy of the
Hebrew people who have suffered
the most shocking ambivalence of
modern Europe and its history. The
two tragedies are profoundly inter-
twined and each reflects, though in
a different manner, the dark side of
Europe. The holocaust is a product
of the story of Europe and not of
Palestine. Moreover, Europe was
not capable of accepting the

responsibility of resolving this
other tragedy, that of the Palestinian
people. A population which finds
itself, casually, the victim of the vic-
tim par excellence. Europe has
always confronted itself with its
constitutional myths. European
civilisation, modern and democrat-
ic civilisation and plurality are con-
tinually faced with the reality which
they have created in Palestine, the
non-modern, the denial of self
determinism, the denial of rights
and of liberty.

The West

By Ala Hlehel, journalist

I look around me and see
Palestinians in every corner of the
world, and I ask myself: Are we a
people? What do we have in com-
mon? Beginning in 1948 our expe-
riences have taken many different

roads and to say that our identity
can be founded upon our memory
is a weak argument. I believe
instead that that which is truly capa-
ble of holding us together are our
hopes for the future and our com-
mon ambitions.

The Future

by Sari Hanafi, sociologist

My dream is to live in a world
where national states do not exist.
This is part of my culture as a
refugee, to hate the national state,
to feel myself to be constantly in a
position of being a minority and of
not feeling completely represented
by the state in which I find myself.
My dream is freedom of move-
ment.

Dream

by Salim Dabbor, writer

I have a small, big dream. Actually,
to tell the truth, it is not a dream,
but a right. It is the right to live as a
free man, free in my native land.
My dream is not a state, this does
not interest me. What interests me
is the possibility to live freely in my
country, and this is much more than
simply having a state.

Dream

by Liana Bader, writer

The conflict between Israelis and
Palestinians is not only a conflict
for land, but a conflict of culture.
Each day they attempt to cancel our
multicultural heritage, seeking to
transform us into a singular identi-
ty. I am a daughter of Jerusalem,
and Jerusalem has many identities.
The Israelis are seeking to give this
city only one face, a Hebrew one,
destroying the richness of this city. 

Conflict
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